This volume marked a new departure in the reception of Bunyan's work, for publication in folio was generally reserved for eminent divines, not for poorlyeducated artisans with a reputation for religious fanaticism.
1
Although Doe intended that the remaining works of Bunyan should be gathered and printed rapidly, no other folio appeared before 1736. The long delay which intervened between the first volume and the second is difficult to explain, for Bunyan's fame as a practical theologian was growing towards the end of the seventeenth century and beyond. Disputes over the copyright of The Pilgrim's Progress and financial difficulties may have been to blame, so too perhaps a personal quarrel between Doe and his collaborator in the venture, William Marshall, for they had certainly fallen out by 1707.
2 There may be some truth in these suggestions, but some annotations in the Bodleian copy of Charles Doe's anthology of conversion narratives, combining the trades of combmaking and bookselling in an unholy union, and with concealing the true history of a young man whose conversion he chose to recount and celebrate. It seems that John Bunyan's first editor was by no means a respected individual in every quarter. Might this help to explain why the promised second folio of Bunyan's works never appeared until 1736? Were there more like the Bodleian annotator who had no wish to see Bunyan's old acquaintance thrive?
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The annotations also reveal that the Baptists continued to be the target of scorn and slanderous remarks, even of hatred, after the Toleration Act had given them the freedom to worship relatively unmolested. The opponents of the dissenters, as these annotations amply testify, were evidently able to gain a perfect knowledge not only of the Baptists' printed works but also of the daily functioning of their London congregations, of their personal lives, of the controversies over the proper administration of baptism, and, in the last instance, of the disciplinary matters recorded in the pages of their church books.
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